
  

PAGE 5 November 2021 Puisano NewsOCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2022

Umalusi approves 2022
matric exams
The Council for Quality Assurance in 

General and Further Education and Training, 

Umalusi, has given the green light for the 

writing of the 2022 end of year examinations.

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) 

currently has 923 460 learners enrolled for 

the National Senior Certificate exams. This 

number comprises full-time and part-time 

scholars. At a media briefing on Friday, the 

Umalusi said it has completed its role of 

monitoring and verifying the readiness of the 

public and private assessment bodies to 

manage and conduct the 2022 end of the year 

national examinations.

The assessment bodies are the DBE, 

Department of Higher Education and 

Training (DHET), Independent Examinations 

Board (IEB), and the South African 

Comprehensive Assessment Institute 

(SACAI). As part of its quality assurance 

mandate, Umalusi is required to assess the 

levels of readiness of the public and private 

assessment bodies to conduct, administer and 

manage the examinations prior to their 

commencement.

Umalusi CEO, Dr Mafu Rakometsi, said the 

identified shortcomings are not of such a 

magnitude that they have the potential to put 

the credibility of the examinations at risk. 

Rakometsi said Umalusi appreciates the

effort made by all assessment bodies in 

putting systems in place to ensure that the 

integrity of the 2022 national examinations is 

not compromised.

“Similar to the challenges brought by the 

COVID-19 pandemic in the past, the 

education sector, like other sectors, continues 

to experience challenges related to load 

shedding.“Umalusi calls upon the assessment 

bodies to make alternative arrangements for 

the supply of power during the writing of the 

examinations to mitigate the risk of 

load-shedding.”Rakometsi issued a stern 

warning to all stakeholders regarding 

incidents of cheating.

“Once again, as we have done in the past, we 

would like to issue a stern warning to all 

learners and teachers to refrain from all forms 

of cheating, including group copying, where 

teachers are sometimes implicated. “We 

berate and condemn this criminal practice 

with the contempt it deserves. Cheating 

compromises the integrity of our national 

examination system, which we are mandated 

to jealously protect as a quality council,” 

Rakometsi said.

He said Umalusi discourages communities 

from using national examinations as leverage 

for their protest actions. “This is 

unacceptable, as it jeopardises the future of  

our children. The education of our children is 

something that each South African should 

protect jealously,” he said.

The DBE’s candidature has increased to 923 

460 in 2022 from 897 786 in 2021.

The candidates will sit for the examinations at 

6 885 exam centres across the country.

Umalusi said marking will be conducted at 

186 marking centres by 53 926 markers.The 

IEB has 13 875 (12 857 in 2021) candidates 

who will write the examinations at 232 

examination centres for full-time candidates 

and six centres for part-time candidates. 

These numbers include 15 new IEB schools.

Overall, approximately 942 000 candidates 

distributed across the three assessment bodies 

are registered to write the NSC in 2022. – 

SAnews.gov.za

Collect your chronicmedication at the post office

The South African Post Office (Sapo) has 

encouraged the public to make use its services 

for the collection of chronic medication from 

their branches. 

“The service is aimed at patients who live or 

work closer to a post office [instead of] a 

government clinic.  The main benefit of the 

service is longer service hours. Post office 

branches are open until 5pm on weekday and 

until 12:30pm on Saturday,” Sapo said on 

Tuesday.

The collection service is available at 

342 post offices in all provinces except 

the Western Cape.

These post offices were selected 

because they comply with the 

requirements of the Department of 

Health.

Sapo said medication that requires 

specialised storage, such as cold 

storage, cannot be collected from one 

of their branches.

“Patients of government clinics, who 

would like to collect their medication 

from their local post office, should 

arrange it with their clinic.  The 

Department of Health sends the patient 

a SMS when the medication is ready 

for collection and patients have 14 

days to collect it before the medication 

is returned to the Department of 

Health,” Sapo said. – SAnews.gov.za


